Long progression-free survival by pemetrexed continuation maintenance therapy following cisplatin-based chemotherapy in malignant pleural mesothelioma.
Malignant pleural mesothelioma (MPM) is associated with a poor prognosis. The combination of cisplatin and pemetrexed has been established as a standard chemotherapy that confers a survival benefit. Because the regimen is sometimes hampered by the renal toxicity of cisplatin and no second-line chemotherapy has yet been established, the strategy of administering a higher total dose of pemetrexed to optimize the regimen could be promising. We herein describe the case of a 69-year-old man with MPM who underwent five cycles of cisplatin plus pemetrexed and exhibited a partial response. Because his serum creatinine increased, pemetrexed maintenance therapy (PMT) was adopted, and 18 cycles were successfully delivered and the patient achieved a complete response. This case suggests that PMT could thus be useful for treating MPM.